“l...saw the snowline half way down
and the other half with fall trees,
and began to cry.”

On Friendlier Terms with Jesus

Hi Denise,*

I've been thinking of you lots since the re-
treat and wondering how you are doing.
Thanks so much for being so open with me
and willing to share your questions and
struggles. You had a lot of things to sort
through. | have been praying for you and
wondering whether you and Jesus are on
friendlier terms these days?

So began my email to a woman | met during
a Women’s Weekend at Stillwood Camp on
Cultus Lake, BC in October. Denise came to
me immediately following my first session
and asked if we could meet to talk.

Her story was a sad one of growing up in a
cult and suffering the abuse of people she
trusted. Since severing those ties, she suf-
fered both business and relational disasters;
mainly because she was so determined to
control her own destiny. And though she
was learning to place her trust in God in her
new church community, she didn’t want
anything to do with Jesus. Even singing
worship songs about Jesus made her angry.
As we talked, it became clear to me that her
resistance to Jesus was a vestige of evil
clinging to her from her previous cult in-
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volvement.

With her permission, | prayed over Denise
that God would release her from the hold of
Satan and enable her to discern the Truth. |
continued to pray for her in the days follow-
ing the weekend, and eventually sent her
the email you read above. Denise re-
sponded with the following email:

From: 'Denise’

Sent: October 30, 2007 3:41 PM
To: Donna Carter’

Subject: RE: Retreat Follow up

Hi Donna,

I've been meaning to email you for a
quite awhile, been really busy. | am do-
ing really well. On the Friday after the
retreat, | was driving to Whistler from
Pemberton, looked up at the trees, saw
the snowline half way down and the
other half with fall trees, and began to
cry. | had a huge peaceful feeling come
over me and decided to give up my re-
sistance. | turned off my music and
prayed. | told God that | accepted his
son Jesus to the best | can, and that |

(Continued on page 4)




A recent study
of Alberta 13-
year-olds
indicated 75%
of the boys
and almost
half of the
girls had
deliberately
logged onto

internet porn.

Your gifts enable Randy to
intersect with students
crying out for help.

He said

Not Just a Guy Thing!

Q s | travel | regularly speak to

students about sexual purity,

a major challenge in our

sexually insistent culture. | talk about
how pornography can wreck stu-
dents’ lives. | was under the impres-
sion that pornography was primarily
a problem for guys. However, | have
learned that girls also struggle with
this issue. Earlier this year a study of
Alberta 13-year-olds indicated 75%
of the boys and almost half of the
girls had deliberately logged onto
internet porn and 35% of the boys
and 8% of the girls admitted to being
addicted.

Here is an email one young lady
sent to me this fall:

Ummmmmmm.... for about 6 years
| have been struggling with looking
at pornography. | knew it was a
problem for a long time but I've felt
like i don’t have anyone to talk to
about it. | really want it out of my
life. | have gone months without
looking at it, but then i just get
sucked back into it. | hate it. When
u spoke about purity and pornog-
raphy, i felt really convicted. I've
been praying for God to force me
to tell someone, ... | just really
needed to get this off my chest,
and see if someone could tell me
what i should do. | feel like this is
the turning point in my life, if i don’t
fully commit to God, and get rid of
this hold the devil has on me, i

have no hope of recovering my
faith. | know if i get over this God
has an amazing future for me, i
hate that i can't just get over the
embarrassment and tell someone.
So I'm trying now. After days of
crying in bathroom stalls, or while
waiting in a car. | need this to end
now.

Anyway, i don't really know what i
expect from you, i went to
xxxchurch.com. But it would really
be hard for me to try and be ac-
countable, because both my par-
ents (divorced) keep pornography
in the house, one even in plain
sight. There isn’t any safe haven
for me, except at camp, but i only
go there during the summer.
Sorry to go on so long. | just can't
keep this a secret any longer. By
the way, I've been "sober" for 15
days now, i only count hard days
where i actually have to make a
decision.

| am emailing this girl and working
with a youth pastor in her area to
make it possible for her to get help
and healing for this addiction.

In many cases | am perceived as a
safe person to share these kinds of
struggles with because | get to build
some trust with them as | speak and
| am an arm’s length away. Thank
you for making it possible for me to
intersect with students who are cry-
ing out for help! (RC)




She said

Draw Near with Confidence

aria* approached me grin-
ning ear to ear following
the final session of the re-

treat. Although she was smiling, the
evidence of tears was still on her
face.

Both smiles and tears were unfamil-
iar to Maria, who had
been on anti-
depressants for quite a
while, and she had
become accustomed to
emotional flatness.

Maria shared with me
how God had met her
throughout the week-
end in a very personal
way. Saturday evening
| spoke on the topic of
forgiveness. | asked
the retreat attendees to
write out on paper the
sins in their lives —
committed either by them or against
them — that required forgiveness. |
invited them to nail that paper with
their sins to a cross; thereby ac-
knowledging that Jesus had already
paid for that sin.

Before the women arrived in the
meeting room the next morning,
those papers were removed. New
cards hung on the nails, bearing vari-
ous terms of endearment God uses
for us in the Bible.

At the end of my talk on self-
acceptance that morning, | invited
the women to come forward and
choose a card that most resonated
with what God was saying to them.
What propelled Maria to the cross for
forgiveness on Saturday night was
the same issue that was stealing her

joy and damaging her
k. marriage: her pornogra-
F“ phy addiction.

Sunday morning when
she approached the
cross for the second
time, Maria felt drawn to
a card bearing the word
confident. Not sure why
this would be God’s
message for her, she
obediently took the card
and returned to her seat.
It was then that she read
the scripture verse ac-
companying the word:

The card read “confident”

For we do not have a high priest
who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but One who has
been tempted in all things as we
are, yet without sin. Let us therefore
draw near with confidence to the
throne of grace, that we may re-
ceive mercy and may find grace to
help in time of need.

Heb. 4:15-16 (NIV)

This was exactly what she needed to
hear. (DC)

Maria was
propelled to
the cross for
forgiveness
for her
pornography
addiction

Sins were exchanged
at the cross for mercy
and grace.




Your gifts make ministry possible

Special Year-End Gifts: Help Straight Talk finish 2007 well
M I NI S TR and allow us start 2008 with a balanced budget.

For more information:

Daily Grind: Everyday gifts pay Straight Talk salaries and keep

AN D them typing, talking and traveling. Your gifts enable Randy and
Phone/Fax: 403.720.3832 1 i i i

D one e o 20 383: Donna to help people find faith and apply it to everyday life.
www.straighttalk.ab.ca

Editor: Heather Traub CanadaHelps.org: Next time you're on the Net, visit straight-
Parkvista Communications . . y .

403-225-6594 h_traub@telus.net talk.ab.ca and give online. It's safe and it's secure.

(Continued from page 1)

give all my struggles and aspects of my life to him to take care of, with my partnership of
course. But he is my guide. | felt like 10,000 Ibs were lifted off of me. | have been feeling so
good and peaceful since then. | have had so many compliments by my church members
and others that | look so happy and peaceful. In fact tonight | start the Baptism course,
which | am hosting at my house! | may get baptized in December.

Pretty cool. | do gotta go though. Look forward to hearing your feedback.

Love, Denise

Surrendering control over her life to Jesus was a giant step for Denise, but her obedience paved
her path to true peace. (DC) *Denise’s name has been changed to protect her privacy.

Don’t You Hate Red Ink?

Last month, Straight Talk did something we almost never do — we put out an ap-

peal for funds. This past year was exciting and challenging for us: Randy made a

significant impact in Canada’s Christian school community; 10 Smart Things

launched in five countries; and many individuals came to Christ. These things 6
could not have happened without the faithful support of all of you who have sent

financial gifts. However, the financial side of Straight Talk has not kept pace with

costs and ministry growth. We face this year-end significantly behind budget. Our

desire is to continue to make ministry decisions based on potential kingdom im-

pact, not on available funds. If you are able to send us a special year-end gift to help us erase our
$20,000 shortfall, we would be tremendously grateful. Please also pray with us that God would
pave a path for a new year unencumbered by financial constraints. (RC)

Spending of funds is confined to board approved programs and projects. Each restricted contribution towards such a
program or project will be used as desig- . . nated, with the understanding that when the
need for such a program has been met, or the fine print cannot be completed for any reason deter-
mined by the board, the remaining restricted contributions designated for such programs or projects will be used
where needed most
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If your contact information has changed please let us know:

Name:

Address:

City: Province Postal Code:
Phone: Email address:

Donations can be mailed to:

Straight Tall Ministries
38 River Rock Crescent SE
Calgary, Alberta T2C 4J4
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